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Cyrus
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Darius

Xerxes

Battles

Media (King Astyages)- Cyrus sent secret letters Harpagus, Medians switched sides
mid battle

Babylon (King Nabonidus)- diverted the river to march to city, snuck in at night
Lydia (King Croesus)- placed camels on front line to scare horses, found secret
ramp into Sardis (capital city)

Massagetae (Queen Tomyris)- killed in action, Tomyris puts his head in a bag of

blood

Egypt (King Psammetichus)- built water pipelines with help from desert Arabs, used
cats to unsettle Egyptian soldiers at battle of Pelusium.

Ethiopian campaign- didn’t pack enough supplies, led to cannibalism

Rebellions- had 19 battles in 1 year

Macedon and Thrace- offered them earth and water

Scythia- Darius blocked wells, but Scythians used guerilla warfare and couldn’t be
caught

lonian revolt- started by Aristagoras, rebels burnt down Sardis, finished with naval
battle of Lade (Darius bribed enemy to join him before the battle)

Greece (Aftempt 1)- boats got shipwrecked off Mount Athos

Greece (Aftempt 2)- Battle of Marathon- Greeks ran down hill in full armour,
outflanked Persians

Battle of Thermopylae (King Leonidas)- narrow mountain pass, phalanx formation

to hold Immortals back, Greeks betrayed

Battle of Salamis (Themistocles)- naval battle, narrow strait of water, Persian
commanders died early on, Xerxes watched

Battle of Eurymedon (Cimon)- Cimon captured Persian ships and dressed his

soldiers like Persians, ambushed Persians in their camp.

Didn’t treat foreign
people well
Was going to burn King
Croesus alive (then changed

his mind)

Did treat foreign people
well
° Allowed his enemies,
Astyages and Croesus, to

be his advisors.

Killed Apis Bull .
Attacked King Amasis’
dead body from his tomb

Own people: °

Killed sister/ Prexaspes’ son

Impaled rebels on sticks .
Burnt down Naxos and

Miletus for being involved

in lonian revolt (made

young boys into eunuchs)

“reduced Egypt to slavery”
after their rebellion
Murdered son of Pythius
and marched his army

through dead body

Tolerant of other religions:
Allowed Babylonians to worship
Marduk, brought back New Year
Allowed Jewish people to return

to Jerusalem

Udjahorresnet said he moved
messy Persian soldiers away
from Egyptian temple

Inscription said he buried the

Apis Bull respectfully

Created satrapies/ satraps to

help him organise empire.

Built Tripylon (audience hall)
in Persepolis to hear
people’s problems

Burnt Athens to the ground

Buildings

Pasargadae- gardens, tomb
of Cyrus, no walls so welcome

toall

Water pipelines

Bisitun inscription- to say he
was chosen by AhuraMazda
over the 9 liar kings
Persepolis- staircase showed
images of his people bringing
him gifts

Royal Road- send messages

over empire + Darius canal

Added to Persepolis (to
make strong links with his
father, Darius)

Xerxes canal- to stop his
ships being shipwrecked off
Mt Athos



Sources

e All non contemporary

e Arrian= soldier, admired Alexander
e Plutarch= biographer, a moralist

so he focuses on the good we can
learn from Alexander’s life.

e Both Arrian and Plutarch use

eyewitness sources (Ptolemy and
Aristobulus)

Early life
Tutor = Aristotle.
Slept with dagger and copy of
lliad under pillow.
Mother = Olympias:

. told him he was son of Zeus/

: Dionysus, killed Philip’s new wife and
. baby to ensure Alexander became

: King

Father = Philip:

* gave him responsibility from young
: age (made him regent while he was
away fighting, gave Alexander

: command in battle of Chaeronea).

* Philip married again, argued with

. Alexander at the wedding, then
Alexander was exiled.

Philip took over lots of Greek city
states and started the League of
Corinth. Philip began the Persian
invasion before he was killed.
Death of Philip

5 Murdered by his bodyguard

: Pausanius for not helping him after

. he was raped by Attalus’ men. Attalus
. was the uncle of Philip’s new wife.

Battle

Granicus

Tyre

Gaugamela

Persian
Gates

Siege of
Aornus

Hydaspes

Raised to believe he was son of Zeus/

Dionysus.

Called out at Gaugamela for Zeus to help

him.

Argument with Cleitus shows that even his

own companions were annoyed that he

claimed he was divine. .
A asked for obeisance- bowing was only
reserved for gods in Greece.

What happened

River, Alexander led his men in formation across it, Cleitus saved his life

Siege, Alexander used stones from old city to build a bridge to island, built siege
towers, created a navy to ram the walls, killed everyone except those hiding in the
temple.

Persians stayed awake all night, phalanx split in two to attack Persian chariots,
Alexander moved his cavalry to the right and created a gap to charge at Darius,
had to go back to help Parmenio

Narrow mountain pass, didn’t send scouts so Alexander was ambushed by
Ariobarzanes. Alexander heard of secret pass around mountains, moved at night
and surrounded the Persian camp.

Sent Ptolemy to build a fort but was constantly attacked. Alexander built a mound
next to the mountain and put siege towers on top. Married Roxanne- Indian
princess.

River, King Porus. Alexander crossed river with half his men, his cavalry killed
riders of the elephants who panicked and trampled their own men. Other half of

Alexander’s army came from behind to kill Indian soldiers who were running away.

Did Alexander believe he was divine/ a god?

e Asked for obeisance for his Policy of Fusion,
not because A believed he should be treated
as agod

e Plutarch believed A was destined for

greatness so often put in links to the gods/

omens to make A sound impressive.

A only became son of Ammon to be

accepted as pharaoh. Coin with rams horn

was made after A’s death, so shows A did

not believe he was divine, his friends did.

Companion

Parmenio

Cleitus

Hephaestion

Callisthenes

Relationship

Bad advice (don’t cross Granicus
river, attack at night at
Gaugamela)

Good advice (check for traps at
Gaugamela)

Held Alexander back at
Gaugamela.

Son Philotas was involved in a
plot, Philotas + Parmenio
executed

Saved Alexander’s life at
Granicus

Argued with him over obeisance
(being made to bow), and Cleitus
felt Alexander was forgetting that
he was Greek with a mortal
father. Alexander killed him.

e Laid crowns at graves of Achilles

and Patroclus

e Led companion cavalry
e Alexander was devastated at his

death (cried for days, hung doctor)

e Alexander’s personal historian
e Argued with Alexander over

obeisance, Alexander did not kiss
him for not bowing

Death

Both Arrian and Plutarch use court journals.
Both agree he saw bad omens, got a fever, then
washed, met his companions, prayed and slept.

Plutarch= poison (possibly by sons of Antipater)




