How to Revise GCSE German
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An Introduction for Year 11 Students

Hallo Year 11 German Students!

Welcome to your essential toolkit for mastering the Edexcel 2024 6CSE German
exams. You've spent the last couple of years building up an impressive amount of
vocabulary and tackling tricky grammar. Now is the critical fime to channel that
knowledge and revise smart, not just hard.

This guide is designed to help you:

e Know Your Exams: Understand exactly what the examiners expect in every
paper.

e Target Your Grows: Identify your hardest topics and skills so you can focus
your effort efficiently.

e Practise Actively: Use proven strategies for reading, listening, writing, and
speaking that stick.

Revision is all about consistency. A little bit of focused German practice every day
makes a massive difference to your long-term memory. Use the planning sections in this
guide and start today.

Du schaffst das!



Section 1: The Exam at a Glance

The GCSE German qualification consists of four separate papers, each worth exactly

25% of your final grade.

Paper-by Paper Breakdown

Paper Focus of Total Duration Date
Assessment Marks
Available
Paper 1 - Read Aloud 50 15 minutes Time TBC (mid
Speaking Task preparation time + | April to start
Describing a 7-9 minutes exam of May)
picture time (Foundation);
Role Play 10-12 minutes
Answering (Higher)
spontaneous
questions
Paper 2 - Listening 50 40 minutes + 5 Monday 10th
Listening Comprehension minutes reading May 2027
Dictation time
(Foundation)
55 minutes + 5
minutes reading
time (Higher)
Paper 3 - Reading 50 45 minutes Tuesday 18th
Reading Comprehension (Foundation) May 2027
Translation
into English 60 minutes
(Higher)
Paper 4 - Written 50 1 hour 15 minutes | Thursday 20th
Writing answer (Foundation) May 2027
questions
Translation 1 hour 20 minutes
into German (Higher)




Section 2: The Student Revision Toolkit

2.1 Vocabulary & Grammar Mastery (The Foundation)

Spaced Repetition: Use flashcard apps (like Quizlet) to revisit vocabulary
before you forget it. Little and often (5-10 minutes daily) is highly effective.
Use the vocabulary links listed in the vocab bank below fo access core
vocabulary for each fopic.
Tense Power-Up: Master the three key tenses—Present, Past, and Future.
Practise switching between them seamlessly.
o You may wish to consider purchasing a revision workbook and guide to

help with additional practice at home.
FANTASTIC: Use the FANTASTIC mnemonic and the guide below to learn key
phrases and vocabulary to ensure you have included everything for a fop mark
answer. Remember whatever you learn for your writing, will also help for your
speaking.



2.2 Strategies for Each Skill

Skill Key Strategies

Speaking Task 1: Read Aloud:

e Practise phonics: Focus on phonics. You are
assessed on pronunciation and how well you apply
German spelling-to-sound principles.

e Annotation: During your 15-minute preparation
time, you can directly annotate the text to help
with pronunciation.

Task 2: Role Play:

e Transactional Language: Practise language for
common settings like a café, shop, train station,
or doctor's surgery.

e Be able to ask Questions: You must ask one
question at Foundation and two at Higher.

o Keep it simple: You don't get extra marks for
complex grammar here. Focus on being clear and
answering the prompt exactly.

e Survival phrases: Practise with "survival"
phrases like Ich méchte... (I would like) or Haben
Sie...? (Do you have).

Task 3: Picture Task & Conversation:

e Use PAL: Always include details about people,
location, and activity in your picture description.

e Tense Mastery: Ensure you can move fluently
between past, present, and future events, as this
is required for the broader conversation.

e Conversation - The "Opinion + Reason" Rule:
Never give a one-word answer. Every time you
say you like something, immediately follow it with
weil (because) or da (as) to trigger higher-tier
word order.

e Fillers: Memorise "thinking phrases" to avoid
silence, such as Das ist eine interessante Frage...
(That's an interesting question) or Lassen Sie
mich nachdenken (Let me think).




Listening

Five-Minute Prep: Use the five-minute reading
time before the audio starts to read all
questions and identify the context of each
extract.

Dictation Practise: This is a hew section (10
marks). Practise transcribing spoken German into
written German, focusing on accurate spelling
based on the sound-symbol correspondences.
Timeframes: Listen for markers that indicate
whether an event is in the past, present, or
future.

The "Transcript Method": Listen to a past
paper clip. If you don't understand it, read the
transcript while listening. Highlight the words
you didn't recognise, learn them, then listen
again without the text.

Predictive Reading: During the 5 minutes of
reading time in the exam, underline keywords in
the questions and predict the German words you
expect to hear (e.g., if the question is about
"weather," think of Regen, Sonne, windig).
Identify "Buts": Practise listening for
“negators" like nicht, kein or connectives like
aber (but) and jedoch (however), which often
change the meaning of the sentence entirely.

Reading

Targeted Inference: You are specifically
required to infer the meaning of fwo words per
tier that are not on the official vocabulary list.
Practise using the surrounding context of a
sentence to "guess" these unknown words.
Text Variety: Expect to see blogs, internet
forums, advertisements, tourist brochures,
emails, and diary extracts

Accuracy of Meaning: At the Foundation tier,
you translate five individual sentences. At the
Higher tier, you translate one continuous
passage.

Focus on Tense: A key requirement is
recognising the relationship between past,
present, and future events. Ensure your English




translation reflects the correct German tense
(e.g., distinguishing between "I went" and "I will
go").

Timeframes: Look for markers that indicate
whether an event is in the past, present, or
future.

Identify "Buts": Practise reading for "negators"
like nicht, kein or connectives like aber (but) and
Jedoch (however), which often change the
meaning of the sentence entirely.

Writing

The "Bullet Point" Rule: For open-response
questions, you must address every bullet point
provided in the prompt. Missing a bullet point can
severely limit your marks for "Communication and
Content".

Mastering Timeframes: To score well, you must
move confidently between past, present, and
future events.

o Foundation Q2: Focuses on present and
future timeframes.

o Foundation Q3 / Higher Q1: Requires a
combination of present, past, and future
timeframes.

o Higher Q2: Requires you to explain pros
and cons using all three timeframes.

Increasing Difficulty: The sentences in the
translation (Foundation) or the paragraph
(Higher) are ordered by increasing level of
difficulty

G6rammatical Application: This task specifically
tests your ability to apply grammatical knowledge
of the language in a structured context.




Section 3: The Parent Support Guide

Willkommen! You don't need to be a language expert to make a huge difference! Your
role is to provide structure, encouragement, and low-stakes practice.

Create a Balanced Revision Environment

e The Revision Timetable: Encourage the use of the schedule above. Suggest
short bursts (30-45 minutes) followed by a break. Consistency matters more
than long hours.

e The "Traffic Light" System: Help your child identify their weakest topics
(Red) and encourage them to spend most of their revision time focusing here.

Test and Engage (No German Required!)

e Vocabulary Testing: Use their flashcards or lists to test them. Simply read the
German word and ask for the English meaning, or vice-versa.

e Speaking Practice: Sit in on their speaking practice (Role Plays or Photo Cards).
Your role is just to read the prompt and listen, encouraging them to speak
clearly and confidently.



Section 4: Key Resources and Next Steps

e Official Edexcel Past Papers & Mark Schemes: These are the most valuable
resources. Students must practise under timed conditions and use the mark
schemes to understand grading requirements.

e Official Publisher Resources (Guides & Workbooks): When purchasing, ensure
the resources are explicitly for the Pearson Edexcel GCSE German (2024
Specification), as materials for the older syllabus will be inaccurate.

e School Knowledge Organisers: Review the school's theme-specific vocabulary

and grammar checklists.
e Digital Practice: Utilise online learning platforms from the table below

Resource Key Features Link

Quizlet Fantastic for vocabulary https://quizlet.com/gb/10
revision. You can find 82461157 /edexcel-gcse-ge
pre-made flashcard sets rman-flash-cards/
for the Edexcel GCSE
German specification
themes and topics.

Study Rocket Browse hundreds of https://studyrocket.co.uk
lessons for GCSE German isi - -
Edexcel to study for free | cel

with assessment questions,
text & videos.

Edexcel GCSE German
Revision Workbook

Exam style questions for
every topic covered at
GCSE. Written by the
exam board. Includes
scannable listening tasks
and answers.

Available to purchase via
the Arbor School Shop for
£3.50

Edexcel GCSE German
Vocabulary and Translation
Workbook

Targeted vocabulary and
translation practice for all
GCSE topics.

Available to purchase via
the Arbor School Shop for
£6.50



https://quizlet.com/gb/1082461157/edexcel-gcse-german-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/gb/1082461157/edexcel-gcse-german-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/gb/1082461157/edexcel-gcse-german-flash-cards/
https://studyrocket.co.uk/revision/gcse-german-edexcel
https://studyrocket.co.uk/revision/gcse-german-edexcel
https://studyrocket.co.uk/revision/gcse-german-edexcel

Videos to help you prepare for the Speaking Exam

Topic

Link

Higher Speaking Exam - Exemplar Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K+4Q
vsKUViE&t=158s

Let's Talk about the Speaking Exam

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xrz-e
lIkk&list=PLJI 3KefBuR iX

zB3DvmNFwdé&index=1

Using the Preparation time

hIIpSIZZWWW yol tube.com/watch?v=di jLt
xoylaod&list=PLJI5rFr3KefBuRzl DDoQixL
zB3DvmNFEwd&index=2

Annotating the read aloud cards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4R3

LgzB3DvmNFwd&index=3

Correcting your own Pronunciation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Hp9
BFEYPHc&list=PLJI5rFr3KefBuRz 00i
xLgzB3Dv index=4

Using the 1 minute Read Aloud Practice
Time

https: outube.co atch?v=7zB
CmD19K8&list=PLJI5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOi

xLgzB3DvmNFwd&index=5

The Role Play

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIlm
maIl Jg4&list=PLJI5rFr3KefBuRzL DDoQi

Answering the 2 mark questions after
the Read Aloud

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwKg
0A2HWQwW&list=PLJI5rFr3KefBuRzLDDo

QixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=7

The Picture Card

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aldyu
f5qymkd&list=PLJI5rFr3KefBuRzl DDoQix



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kt4QvsKUViE&t=158s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kt4QvsKUViE&t=158s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xrz-er9llkk&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xrz-er9llkk&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xrz-er9llkk&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dijLtxoy1ao&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dijLtxoy1ao&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dijLtxoy1ao&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4R3_vG3jPs&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4R3_vG3jPs&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4R3_vG3jPs&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Hp9KBFYPHc&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Hp9KBFYPHc&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Hp9KBFYPHc&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zBECmDt9K8&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zBECmDt9K8&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zBECmDt9K8&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kI1mmaILJq4&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kI1mmaILJq4&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kI1mmaILJq4&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwKgoA2HwQw&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwKgoA2HwQw&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwKgoA2HwQw&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aldyuf5qymk&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aldyuf5qymk&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=10

LgzB3DvmNFwd&index=10

The Conversation

https://www.youtube com/watch?v=Nge4
5T6hZVI&list=PLJI5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOi
xLqzB3Dv index=11

Using your notes in the Speaking Exam

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcdT
NEZMO list=PLJI5rFr3KefBuRz 0
ixLgzB3Dv index=13

How to revise for the speaking exam

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIpE
ToPgdlist=PLJI5rFr3KefBuR 00i

xLgzB3DvmNFwd&index=14

The Speaking Exam Day

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JU]j
OKOESBRw&list=PLJ|5rFr3KefBuRzl.DDo
QixLqzB3DvmNFwd&index=15



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aldyuf5qymk&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nge45T6hZVI&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nge45T6hZVI&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nge45T6hZVI&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcdTNFZMOJE&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcdTNFZMOJE&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcdTNFZMOJE&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIpE_JDIoPg&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIpE_JDIoPg&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIpE_JDIoPg&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUjDOKOE5Rw&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUjDOKOE5Rw&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUjDOKOE5Rw&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw&index=15

Links to Core Vocabulary by Topic

Topic

Link to Quizlet

Thematic Context:

My Personal World

Equality

i 11
ality-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1iqt

Relationships

: i 10911 i
ips- - 2i=2 =1i

Friendship https://quizlet.com/gb/1091143578/frie
ndship-flash-cards/?i=2gwgh4&x=1jgt
Family https://quizlet.com/gb/1091141781/famil

-flash-cards/?i=2 4&x=1j

Thematic Context: Lifestyle and Wellbeing

Sports

https: izlet.co b/1106510239/sports-
lash-cards/?i=2 4&x=1]

Food and Drink

: izle b/1133024491 d-
d-drink-flash-cards/?i=2 4&x=1j

Mental Wellbeing

https://quizlet.com/gb/1106505563/men

tal-wellbeing-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh44&x=1
Jgt

Physical Wellbeing

https://quizlet.com/gb/1106504509/physical
-wellbeing-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt

Thematic Context:

My Neighbourhood

Environmental Issues

https://quizlet.com/gb/1132925145/environ
mental-issues-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4éx=1jqt

The Natural World

https://quizlet.com/gb/1132926025/the-nat
-world-flash- 2i=2qwgh4&x=1]

Shopping



https://quizlet.com/gb/1106499706/equality-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1106499706/equality-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1091144540/relationships-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1091144540/relationships-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1091143578/friendship-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1091143578/friendship-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1091141781/family-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1091141781/family-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1106510239/sports-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1106510239/sports-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1133024491/food-and-drink-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1133024491/food-and-drink-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1106505563/mental-wellbeing-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1106505563/mental-wellbeing-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1106505563/mental-wellbeing-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1106504509/physical-wellbeing-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1106504509/physical-wellbeing-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132925145/environmental-issues-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132925145/environmental-issues-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132926025/the-natural-world-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132926025/the-natural-world-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132926696/shopping-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt

g-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4é&x=1jqt

Places in a Town

https://quizlet.com/gb/1091145515/places-in
-a-town-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt

Thematic Context: Media and Technology

TV and Film https://quizlet.co b/1132927358/tv-and-
ilm-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
Music i 113292811 ic-

ash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt

Social Media and Gaming

https://quizlet.com/gb/1132929059/social-m
i i 2i=2 4&x=1j

Thematic Context: Studying and My Future

School

https://quizlet.com/gb/1097866810/school-f
- = =1i

Future Opportunities

https://quizlet.com/gb/1132930451/future-o
pportunities-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt

Thematic Context:

Travel and Tourism

Tourist Attractions

https://quizlet.co b/1106507917 /tourist-
attractions-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh44&x=1jqt

Accommodation

https://quizlet.co b/1133022092/acco
odation-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt

Transport

https: izlet.co b/1133023307/transpo
rt-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4éx=1jqt



https://quizlet.com/gb/1132926696/shopping-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1091145515/places-in-a-town-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1091145515/places-in-a-town-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132927358/tv-and-film-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132927358/tv-and-film-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132928118/music-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132928118/music-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132929059/social-media-and-gaming-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132929059/social-media-and-gaming-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132929059/social-media-and-gaming-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1097866810/school-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1097866810/school-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132930451/future-opportunities-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1132930451/future-opportunities-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1106507917/tourist-attractions-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1106507917/tourist-attractions-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1133022092/accommodation-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1133022092/accommodation-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1133023307/transport-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
https://quizlet.com/gb/1133023307/transport-flash-cards/?i=2qwgh4&x=1jqt
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