
Year 11 GCSE Art & Design (AQA)
Component 1 is 60% Portfolio
 

Mock exam date:    11A (LDV) Wed 25th Nov
11B (SJE) Fri 27th Nov 

This involves completing final piece for their real portfolio, 
practising exam conditions.

 Deadline for component 1:  Wed 16th Dec 2026
 

Component 2 is 40% Externally Set 
Assignment (EXAM)  (January to April 2027)

CHECKLIST: Portfolio 
Research/ideas/recording

❏ Initial ideas/Research

❏ Artist pages (minimum 2/3)

❏ Photography

❏ Recording (drawing from images 

researched)

❏ Recording from 

photography/refining techniques

Development/refinement of work

❏ Composing ideas, exploring 

possible outcomes

❏ Refining techniques/layout/scale

❏ Preparing for final 

piece/compositions/mock 

ups/tests

❏ Planning for final outcomes

❏ Final outcome(s)

❏ Annotations/evaluations 

throughout.

A01 - Develop ideas ( Artist 
/influences) 

● Mind map/ moodboard (Title page)
● Artists and contextual research pages
● Analysis
● Artists replicas
● Exploring art styles using own imagery

A03 - Record (Drawing, 
photography, annotation)

● Photography relevant to the theme
● Own pieces inspired by artists
● Record evidence of step by step 

processes
● Annotation

A02 - Explore and refine

● At least 6 pieces combining artists and 
ideas

● Developments of combinations
● Refining ideas- scale, repeat, revise
● Ideas for final pieces
● Developments of final ideas.

A04 - Present

● Development of outcomes
● Final pieces and mockups
● Evaluations

COMPONENT 1: PORTFOLIO 
● Students should now be developing their work towards 

an outcome (final piece)
● Checklist to the right shows what their portfolio should 

include
● The mock day off timetable will be used to create their 

final piece over a sustained period of time. This will 
also help them practice working in exam conditions for 
their component 2 exam days. 



Useful Websites:
https://www.studentartguide.com/ 
https://www.studentartguide.com/featured/high-school-painting-and-drawing-
projects
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/

How can you support?:
● Ensure they have resources/equipment at home to 

use, items can be borrowed.
● Keep a check on what they are completing at 

home, which must be their own unaided work and 
retain high quality. At least 1 hour.

● Talk to them about their ideas –motivate!
● Use the checklist to help with timeframe.
● Ensure they attend catch up sessions
● Know the JCQ rules regarding info for candidates, 

social media/sharing work etc.

JCQ Guidance
Work/images must not be shared online, on social media or 
on any websites. This includes in messages also.
All work must be students own and not the work of anyone 
else, 
This can lead to loss of marks or withdrawal from the course.
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